Newly Elected FFC Core Group
Following the FFC Annual General Meeting in July the following people were elected
unanimously to the FFC Core Group….
Pete Cole - Chair. Sylvia Stephenson - Vice
Chair. Phil Parker - Secretary. Bev Wilkins Treasurer.

Chair
Pete Cole
Vice Chair
Sylvia Stephenson
Secretary
Phil Parker

Also elected were Brian Woolley, Bob and
Julie Turnpenney, David Peet, Mark Wiles,
Hugh Harrison, Roger Pritchard, Julia Wilson,
Joyce Woolley, Loraine Parker, Paddy
Griffiths, Matthew Hodson and Mike Rees.

Successful Surgery Event

Treasurer
Beverley Wilkins

An FFC Surgery was held on Saturday, 12 September 2015 in the Friog and Fairbourne
Village Hall. Six people attended during the two hour session and the time was
maximised fully. The following issues were raised:

DONATIONS WELCOME

1) Position statement regarding the Friog Corner required from NRW. Interest was
expressed in the outcome of the consultants findings and if any further work was
required and planned.
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Response: Gareth Evens, NRW Asset System Management team leader, states the
consultant’s report is complete (including input from Huw Davies of YGC) and an
internal meeting is arranged to review how the preferred option can be funded
and when it will be delivered. He hopes to share the report findings during
October.
2) Query regarding the option and benefits of dredging the estuary and maybe
capture any interest relating to gold?
Response: FFC will direct this option to the Fairbourne Moving Forward Project.
3) Work carried out in Dolgellau? What is the likely impact on Barmouth and
Fairbourne? Will these works move the water down into the estuary affecting
Barmouth and Fairbourne?
Response: FFC will direct this question to the Fairbourne Moving Forward Project.
4) Mortgage availability. Several questions regarding the availability of mortgages and
the effect on house sales.
Pete Cole (FFC) and Lisa Marshal (FMF) had recently visited estate agents covering
Fairbourne to discuss concerns relating to house price valuations and the
marketing of properties in Fairbourne. Discussions with the estate agents were
both revealing and positive. In relation to house valuations, estate agents stated
that houses were not being under-valued due to their location, but valued in line
with the housing market slump which has affected the UK in general. House prices
are starting to move in a positive direction, however it is likely to be some time
until they return to the positive levels back in 2006, prior to the onset of the
housing market slump.
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4) (continued)
Estate agents have suggested that possibly home-owners are looking to realise a return on their investment at a
time when a great deal of properties across the UK are facing either negative or neutral equity. All the estate
agents visited stated that the largest barriers to selling properties in Fairbourne was “village gossip”, and also
wrong information being posted on the internet. It would appear that if a person is interested in buying a
property in Fairbourne and has concerns, a visit to the village by the prospective buyers often occurs at which
point they are provided with negative feedback which then results in interest waning. In addition to this,
prospective buyers have stated they are unable to obtain house insurance for properties in Fairbourne (this of
course is un-true). Inability to obtain a mortgage does not seem to be a barrier as most prospective buyers are
cash-buyers.
The opportunity to have a Fairbourne Moving Forward project link on each estate agent’s website was offered
and taken-up, linking to a page entitled ‘Thinking of buying a property in Fairbourne?’ This page would then
provide questions and answers to five to ten questions which prospective buyers are most likely to ask.
Dwyfor Meirionnydd MP, Liz Saville Roberts has spoken at Westminster regarding the 60 year rule of longevity on
properties in order to obtain a mortgage. Liz Saville Roberts MP will be assisting FFC in arranging a meeting with
Stephen Crabb MP (Secretary of State for Wales) to discuss issues faced by the residents of Fairbourne.
Following the decision of FFC to draw-up a questionnaire to be handed-out at the public meeting held on 10th
July 2015, asking residents by what means they purchased their property (cash/mortgage), the results were as
follows: Of the 42 properties whose owners had replied – properties were purchased between 1962 - 2014. 74%
of respondents were cash buyers, 21% had purchased the property using a mortgage, 5% had inherited the
property. These results demonstrate that pursuing the mortgage lenders to identify a suitable manner in lending
on properties in Fairbourne remains an important quest. Lisa Marshall and Pete Cole are contacting Barclays and
HSBC regional managers with a view to discussing this further.
5)

Real concerns that searches undertaken for purchasing houses did not provide and reference to the SMP2. Clear
lack of information relating to the SMP2 which is not acceptable! FFC was advised last year that this would be
rectified by August this year which does not appear to have happened. We will raise this at the next Fairbourne
Moving Forward Project meeting.

6)

Approx £7 million spent on fluvial defences. Does this investment have an impact on defending the village from
the sea.
We are told the money spent on the Fluvial defences has had no impact on sea defences.

7) High ground water levels a concern.
It has been requested that Huw Davies attend one of the next Fairbourne Project Board Meetings to provide an
insight into the Ground Water Monitoring project along with expected reading dates and any results so far. FFC
will of course pass any relevant information on when we get it.
8) Significant interest in the 'Buy and Lease back' scheme.
Lisa Marshall has received agreement in principal from Kerry Keirle of Welsh Government for the Fairbourne
project, ‘Buy to Let/Releasing Equity’ feasibility project. A Researcher is to be appointed to support this Project
and meetings are being arranged to which North Wales Housing Associations and Registered Social Landlords are
invited to attend. The first meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 1st December.
9) Issue of a reduction in rates if house values have dropped.
This matter is very sensitive. If Fairbourne presses for Council Tax rerating, then we may be confirming reduced
property values, which in turn may weaken the case for the “Buy and Lease Back Scheme”.
10) What is our menu for action?
As documented in the FFC Action Plan which was widely distributed at the AGM, the following are FFC's Key
Focus Areas for the coming year:







Maintaining political pressure.
Buy and lease back.
Challenge the environmental basis for SMP2.
Collection & collation of questions.
Opening up communication and engagement with relevant agencies.
Promote ongoing positive media coverage.
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11) Article in the Daily Mail 22/7/2015 regarding 'Vanishing Arctic Ice Caps?’ The article refers to growth of 40%. A
copy of the article will be made available for the Core Group.
Such evidence will be included in work done on the Key Focus area “Challenge the environmental basis for
SMP2” referred to above.
If the scientific evidence in the SMP2 is proved to be flawed, what are the implications? The community of
Fairbourne has suffered significant stress and the impact on property values has been considerable. The
implications are significant and FFC will endeavour to seek appropriate redress if and when the evidence shows
this to be the case.
13) A comment was made that we are doing this work because it makes us “feel good”!
We don’t really understand this attitude, but it seems you can’t please everyone. We’re working hard and trying
our best. Success in securing the best possible outcome for Fairbourne would make us all feel good!

THE NEXT SURGERY IS 10AM UNTIL 12PM ON SATURDAY 14TH NOVEMBER IN FAIRBOURNE VILLAGE HALL.

A Guide to the Fairbourne Project
There are a significant number of Agencies working in support of the Shoreline Management Plan 2. Below is a
summary of those involved and how they interrelate with each other.
The Fairbourne Project Board:
Chair:
Huw Williams, Head of YGC (Ymgynghoriaeth Gwynedd Consultancy).
Attendees:

Welsh Government.
Gwynedd Council (Represented by YGC).
Snowdonia National Park.
Natural Resources Wales.
Network Rail.
Welsh Water.
Royal Haskoning.
Arthog Community Council.
Fairbourne Facing Change (observers with speaking rights) .
Fairbourne Moving Forward, Project Lead: Lisa Marshall (YGC).
Natural Resources Wales - Responsible for maintaining sea defences and adopted fluvial (river) waterways.
Royal Haskoning - Responsible for the production of Shoreline Management Plan (SMP2).
Arthog Community Council - Representing the communities of Arthog and Fairbourne.
Fairbourne Facing Change - A fully independent Community Action Group with the following mandate: To secure the
best possible outcome for the Community of Fairbourne as the implementation of the ‘Shoreline Management Plan
2’ is developed.

Health and Wellbeing
When FFC was first established there were a number of Work Groups reporting back to the Core Group. One of these
was the “Health and Wellbeing Group” whose role it was to ensure that members had a means of support for these
type of issues. The Fairbourne Moving Forward Project had a similar Work Group.
One of the actions of both of these groups was to determine if any members of the Fairbourne Community were
suffering from anxiety issues due to the impact of SMP2. It was considered at the time that anyone with such
problems would visit their GP to discuss their problems. Accordingly local GPs were approached by the Fairbourne
Moving Forward Work Group to request numbers of people so affected. The feedback was that there was no
increase in such reported issues. The Project duly closed the subject as no impact.
It is now clear that not everyone who feels insecure, unhappy or generally worried about their situation is
comfortable with visiting their doctor to discuss such issues. Also people suffering anxiety are not happy to discuss
these things with people who know them.
A member of the FFC Core Group has done some research and discovered that an organisation already exists to help
people with a trauma in their lives seek help through their local Council Emergency Planning Officer. FFC have
passed this information on to the Fairbourne Project lead who has promised to raise this with the Gwynedd Council
Officer concerned.
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News from the Welsh Government (CADW)
CADW is the Welsh Government’s historic environment service which is working for an accessible and well-protected
historic environment for Wales.
•

We conserve Wales’s heritage.

•

We help people understand and care about their history.

•

We help sustain the distinctive character of Wales.

Cadw is a Welsh word meaning ‘to keep’ or ‘to protect’.
Quote from the CADW document ‘Caring for the Military Sites of the Twentieth Century’. “The World War 2 anti-

tank cubes on Fairbourne beach, Gwynedd, are the best-preserved coastal anti-invasion defences in Wales.
They were built in 1940 to protect against the perceived threat of a German invasion of Wales from Ireland.”
CADW are working to preserve some of these sites because they represent the global conflict that characterised the
twentieth century. Large-scale military works had a dramatic effect on the urban and the rural environment and left
a mark on the landscape of Wales. To that end CADW have secured a grant of £22,000 to maintain and protect these
“Dragon's teeth” for the foreseeable future.

News from Arthog Community Council

News about Natural Resources Wales

Flood Warden Update

Morfa Friog

All the Volunteer Flood Wardens are currently
visiting all the households under their responsibility.
When they come to properties they will have an ID
Card showing their authorisation. They are gathering
information for the Emergency Services, in particular
as to whether people have registered for Flood
warnings with NRW (Natural Resources Wales), and
if there are any vulnerable people within households
who will need assistance if having to evacuate their
property. There is also an email address where you
can leave messages etc. which is….

John Davies, NRW Project Manager for Morfa Friog,
confirmed that works to create a breach in the Morfa
Friog embankment, allowing sea water to flow in and
out of the recreation ground during higher tides, is
now expected to take place at the end of October
2015. This action is required to create additional salt
marsh following the Fluvial defence works. Expect a
press release before anything actually happens.
Friog Corner
Gareth Evens, NRW Asset System Management team
leader, states the consultant’s report is complete
(including input from Huw Davies of YGC) and an
internal meeting is arranged to review how the
preferred option can be funded and when it will be
delivered. He hopes to share the report findings in
October.

fairbournefloodwardens@gmail.com
All emails to this address go directly to the Senior
Warden. It is hoped that all visits will have been
completed by the end of September.

News from the Fairbourne Project Board
The ‘Fairbourne: Moving Forward’ project has recently met with local estate agents to discuss house valuations/sales
in Fairbourne with a view to counteracting any negativity existing within the professional locally. These meetings
were both informative and positive and the estate agents concerned have agreed to put links on their websites to
the Fairbourne: Moving Forward website, where we’ll have a special section entitled ‘Thinking of moving to
Fairbourne – want to know more’. This section will have a short FAQ section raising topics such as what does the
SMP2 actually mean? Can I get house insurance? etc.
If anyone would like any input into this, please get in touch. The FFC contact details are on the front page of this
newsletter.
On another positive note, we have had several enquiries recently directly from prospective purchasers of homes in
Fairbourne. It is a good sign that people are approaching us directly for the correct information about Fairbourne. If
you know someone who is thinking of buying a property in Fairbourne and would like additional information, please
point them in our direction.
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• Buy to Let Scheme/Releasing Equity (Project A):
Funding for this long-awaited project has now been agreed in principal and we shall be holding our inaugural meeting
in November 2015. The community shall be represented by Arthog Community Council and Fairbourne Facing
Change. Other attendees will be Gwynedd Council, Natural Resources Wales and all Registered Social
Landlords/Housing Associations across North and Mid Wales shall be invited. Please bear in mind this project is a
feasibility study into a scheme - not the actual scheme itself. The project will look into whether a buy to let/equity
release scheme is feasible and equitable for all and how it would operate. Following the completion of this project, a
report will be issued containing recommendations and the community will then be able to decide for itself whether it
would like to progress (if this is the recommendation).
• The effects SMP2 has and will have on the people and community of Fairbourne (Project B):
• Supporting Self-Sufficiency and Community Resilience (Project C):
Both of these projects – for the time being – shall be incorporated within the monthly Working Group meeting and it
is intended that we shall start working on them in November 2016. Project (b) shall study how the SMP2 has
affected the community so far; it shall do this by establishing a pre-event baseline for economic and social activity
within the community and examine the effects from that time up to the end of March 2016. The project will use the
information gained to recommend resilience and preventive measures to support the community as time goes on.
Project (c) will focus on creating a community-based resilience framework which will provide advice, guidance and
support to the community over the years. It is intended that the communication framework will be owned by the
villagers and will form a conduit to address/resolve any future matters that occur as a consequence of the SMP2.
• Fairbourne Moving Forward Project Appraisal Report:
This project has recently started with the aim of producing a master plan for Fairbourne, to support the community
as time moves on. It will address issues such as housing (and consequent empty housing), transportation
infrastructure and utilities, to name a few. It will also focus on the social dynamic of the community and the ongoing
support needs of the village population and economy. Funding is currently being sought for this work and we expect
to conclude this master plan by the end of March 2016.
It is important to note that all of the above projects will require much consultation with the community, so please
take the time to attend our events or respond to questionnaires to ensure you have your say. These projects are for
your community and your future. Alternatively, if you feel you would like to be involved and make a positive
contribution to any of the above projects or our Working Group, please get in touch.
If you have questions concerning any of the above, please don’t hesitate to speak with your community
representatives or directly with Lisa Marshall at Gwynedd Council. Lisa can be contacted by telephone on 01286
679591, or by email at lisamarshall@gwynedd.gov.uk.

NEWS FROM THE FAIRBOURNE COMMUNITY
Friog & Fairbourne Village Hall in Lottery Funding Success!
The Management Committee of the Friog and Fairbourne Village Hall are delighted to report that they have received
a grant from The Big Lottery People and Places of £247,840 in response to their application for financial assistance to
upgrade the hall to preserve and protect this highly valued community resource for the future.
Additional services and activities will be offered and they include several levels of ICT, a Luncheon Club, and Health
and Fitness. All the new activities proposed have emerged from external consultation with the community resulting
in this wonderful news for the village.

The Fairbourne Steam Railway
The Fairbourne Steam Railway have some special services planned, they include…
o

This year's ‘Santa Specials’ which will be operating on Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th December 2015.

o

The ‘Centenary of Steam Gala’ which will be operating over the bank holiday weekend Saturday 28th, Sunday 29th
and Monday 30th May 2016.
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Fairbourne Festival 2015
Our busy village got even busier over the August Bank Holiday
weekend when the whole community came together for the first ever
Fairbourne Festival. The Festival kicked off with a quiz night on Friday
28th August and culminated in a live music concert on Monday 31st
August, with a packed programme of events in between. In all, over
thirty prizes were awarded (many thanks to the sponsors and
partners) and a good time was had by all.
Our village has a lot to offer and one of the Festival aims was to
showcase our village amenities through a Treasure Hunt and ‘Mini
Olympics’, both of which were a great success.

MINI OLYMPICS IN FAIRBOURNE VILLAGE HALL

Our local MP, Liz Saville Roberts, supported the Festival through judging
the Pirates and Princesses Fancy Dress Competition, ably assisted by
Robert Hale and Roger Pritchard. All those taking part enjoyed the train
ride to the point and were treated to a stunning sunset on the return
journey.
A special Festival Church Service was held on the Sunday morning
which was both well attended and heart warming. All activities, old
and new, were well supported with regular and established activities
seeing increased support and uptake. Our local businesses and shops
seemed busier than ever, with many people commenting that
Fairbourne was “absolutely buzzing”.
PIRATES & PRINCESSES AT PENRHYN POINT

A big thank you to all those who took part and supported this year’s
Festival, and who helped to make it such a success. We have been
asked to repeat the event next year and we would welcome any ideas
and suggestions which you may have.
As you can imagine, this type of event takes a lot of work to organise
and operate. Consequently we need as many helpers as possible to
actively participate in the set up and running of the various events
which we hope to be running at next year’s festival. If you would like to
help in any way, then please telephone Gill Bonser on 01341 250043, or
Jan Cole on 01341 251270.
DAVE HULL-DENHOLM & IAN THOMSON

Fairbourne Golf Club
The Golf Club is now closed until the Spring. It has been a difficult year for the Club culminating in a 'Fund Raising
Event' being held in July to raise much needed funds. We are grateful for the number of people that donated prizes
for this event and also for other organisations that raised money for the Club. With Barmouth Bridge having an
uncertain future, we have come to depend a lot on the members of the public using the new embankment to call into
the Golf Club to recharge their batteries before returning to Barmouth.
The course remains open throughout the year, and all players are reminded to put their playing fees (9 holes - Adults
£5 & Juniors £3) in the envelopes provided and put them in the secure 'Honesty Box'. You can contact the Golf Club
by email (fairbournegolf@btinternet.com) or by phone - 01341 250979 and be prepared to leave a message.

St. Cynon’s Church
The annual Remembrance Service will be at 2pm on 8th November, and we will be singing our carols in the Village
Hall at 5pm on Sunday 20th December 2015.
The Christmas Fayre, which is a main fund raiser to help maintain our lovely church, will be held in Fairbourne Village
Hall on Saturday 28th November, from 10am until 1pm.
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